
Each ANRC is assigned a five-digit Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) code, which
is assigned in alphabetical order by ANRC name.

Alaska Native Village Statistical Area (ANVSA)

Alaska Native village statistical areas (ANVSAs) are statistical entities that represent the densely
settled portion of Alaska Native villages (ANVs), which constitute associations, bands, clans, com-
munities, groups, tribes or villages, recognized pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act of 1972 (Public Law 92-203). ANVSAs are reviewed and delineated by officials of the ANV (or
officials of the Alaska Native Regional Corporation (ANRC) in which the ANV is located if no ANV
official chooses to participate in the delineation process) solely for data presentation purposes.

An ANVSA may not overlap the boundary of another ANVSA, an American Indian reservation, or
a tribal designated statistical area. The U.S. Census Bureau first provided data for ANVSAs for the
1990 census.

Each ANVSA is assigned a national four-digit census code ranging from 6000 through 7999.
Each ANVSA also is assigned a state-based five-digit Federal Information Processing Standards
(FIPS) code. Both the census and FIPS codes are assigned in alphabetical order by ANVSA name.

American Indian Reservation

Federal American Indian reservations are areas that have been set aside by the United States for
the use of tribes, the exterior boundaries of which are more particularly defined in the final tribal
treaties, agreements, executive orders, federal statutes, secretarial orders, or judicial determina-
tions. The U.S. Census Bureau recognizes federal reservations as territory over which American
Indian tribes have primary governmental authority. These entities are known as colonies, commu-
nities, pueblos, rancherias, ranches, reservations, reserves, villages, Indian communities, and
Indian villages. The Bureau of Indian Affairs maintains a list of federally recognized tribal govern-
ments. The U.S. Census Bureau contacts representatives of American Indian tribal governments to
identify the boundaries for federal reservations.

Some state governments have established reservations for tribes recognized by the state. A
governor-appointed state liaison provides the names and boundaries for state recognized Ameri-
can Indian reservations to the U.S. Census Bureau. The names of these reservations are followed
by ‘‘(State)’’ in census data presentations.

Federal reservations may cross state boundaries, and federal and state reservations may cross
county, county subdivision, and place boundaries. For reservations that cross state boundaries,
only the portions of the reservations in a given state are shown in the data products for that state.
Lands that are administered jointly and/or are claimed by two tribes, whether federally or state
recognized, are called ‘‘joint use areas,’’ and are treated as if they are separate American Indian
reservations for data presentation purposes. The entire reservations are shown in data products
for the United States. The U.S. Census Bureau first provided data for American Indian reservations
in the 1970 census.

Each federal American Indian reservation is assigned a four-digit census code ranging from
0001 through 4999. These census codes are assigned in alphabetical order of American Indian
reservation names nationwide, except that joint use areas appear at the end of the code range.
Each state American Indian reservation is assigned a four-digit census code ranging from 9000
through 9499. Each American Indian reservation also is assigned a five-digit Federal Information
Processing Standards (FIPS) code; because FIPS codes are assigned in alphabetical sequence within
each state, the FIPS code is different in each state for reservations that include territory in more
than one state.

American Indian Off-Reservation Trust Land

Trust lands are areas for which the United States holds title in trust for the benefit of a tribe
(tribal trust land) or for an individual Indian (individual trust land). Trust lands can be alienated or
encumbered only by the owner with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his/her autho-
rized representative. Trust lands may be located on or off of a reservation. The U.S. Census Bureau
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recognizes and tabulates data for reservations and off-reservation trust lands because American
Indian tribes have primary governmental authority over these lands. Primary tribal governmental
authority generally is not attached to tribal lands located off the reservation until the lands are
placed in trust.

In the U.S. Census Bureau’s data tabulations, off-reservation trust lands always are associated
with a specific federally recognized reservation and/or tribal government. Such trust lands may be
located in more than one state. Only the portions of off-reservation trust lands in a given state are
shown in the data products for that state; all off-reservation trust lands associated with a reserva-
tion or tribe are shown in data products for the United States. The U.S. Census Bureau first pro-
vided trust land data for off-reservation tribal trust lands in the 1980 census; in 1990, the trust
land data included both tribal and individual trust lands. The U.S. Census Bureau does not identify
restricted fee land or land in fee simple status as a specific geographic category.

In decennial census data tabulations, off-reservation trust lands are assigned a four-digit census
code and a five-digit Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) code that is the same as that
for the reservation with which they are associated. As with reservations, FIPS codes for off-
reservation trust lands are unique within state, so they will differ if they extend into more than
one state. The FIPS codes for such off-reservation trust lands are the same as those for the associ-
ated reservation. In the TIGER/Line® products, a letter code–‘‘T’’ for tribal and ‘‘I’’ for individual–
identifies off-reservation trust lands. In decennial census data tabulations, a trust land flag
uniquely identifies off-reservation trust lands. Printed reports show separate tabulations for all
off-reservation trust land areas, but do not provide separate tabulations for the tribal versus indi-
vidual trust lands. Trust lands associated with tribes that do not have a reservation are presented
and coded by tribal name, interspersed alphabetically among the reservation names.

American Indian Tribal Subdivision

American Indian tribal subdivisions are administrative subdivisions of federally recognized
American Indian reservations, off-reservation trust lands, or Oklahoma tribal statistical areas
(OTSAs), known as areas, chapters, communities, or districts. These entities are internal units of
self-government or administration that serve social, cultural, and/or economic purposes for the
American Indians on the reservations, off-reservation trust lands, or OTSAs.

The U.S. Census Bureau obtains the boundary and name information for tribal subdivisions
from tribal governments. The U.S. Census Bureau first provided data for American Indian tribal
subdivisions in the 1980 census when it identified them as ‘‘American Indian subreservation
areas.’’ It did not provide data for these entities in conjunction with the 1990 census.

Each American Indian tribal subdivision is assigned a three-digit census code that is alphabeti-
cally in order and unique within each reservation, associated off-reservation trust land, and OTSA.
Each tribal subdivision also is assigned a five-digit Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS)
code. FIPS codes are assigned alphabetically within state; the FIPS codes are different in each state
for tribal subdivisions that extend into more than one state.

Hawaiian Home Land (HHL)

Hawaiian home lands (HHLs) are areas held in trust for native Hawaiians by the state of Hawaii,
pursuant to the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920, as amended. The U.S. Census Bureau
obtained the names and boundaries of HHLs from state officials. HHLs are a new geographic entity
for Census 2000.

Each HHL area is assigned a national four-digit census code ranging from 5000 through 5499
based on the alphabetical sequence of each HHL name. Each HHL also is assigned a five-digit Fed-
eral Information Processing Standards (FIPS) code in alphabetical order within the state of Hawaii.

Oklahoma Tribal Statistical Area (OTSA)

Oklahoma tribal statistical areas (OTSAs) are statistical entities identified and delineated by the
U.S. Census Bureau in consultation with federally recognized American Indian tribes in Oklahoma
that do not currently have a reservation, but once had a reservation in that state. Boundaries of
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